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SPEECH 


The  House  being  in  the  Conimittoe  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  JONES  said : 

^Ir.  Chairman  :  I  have  been  endeavoring 
for  nearly  two  months  to  get  the  floor.  Having 
obtained  it,  I  give  notice  before  I  commence, 
that,  as  my  time  is  limited,  I  shall  not  submit 
to  interruptions  from  friend  or  foe. 

I  desire,  sir,  to  submit  a  few  remarks  to  the 
House  upon  the  much-vexed  question  that  has 
80  long  and  so  fearfully  agitated  this  country. 
I  mean,  sir,  the  question  of  slavery.  I  am 
aware  it  is  a  trite  subject — one  that  has  so 
often  been  discussed  and  rediscussed  upon 
this  floor,  it  has  almost  ceased  to  interest  the 
House;  and  I  may  not  hope,. on  the  present 
occasion,  to  add  anything  new  to  what  has  al- 
ready been  said. 

This  subject  has,  time  and  again,  engrossed 
theattentionof  the  profoundest  intellects  of  the 
land ;  our  wisest  and  best  statesmen  have  grap- 
pled with  it  in  vain  ;  they  have  reviewed  it  in 
all  its  lengths  and  bearings  ;  they  have,  time 
and  again,  suggested  expedients  and  compro- 
mises by  way  of  bringing  this  tedious  contro- 
versy to  a  final  settlement.  Their  patriotic 
e9"orts  have  thus  far  proved  abortive — their 
fondest  hopes  of  adjustment  have  been  dissi- 
pated as  the  early  cloud  and  the  morning  dew. 
In  spite  of  all  their  e9"orts,  this  question  still 
stands  before  the  country  unffttled,  raising  its 
hydra  head  as  a  disturbing  element  between 
the  North  and  the  South,  to  distract  and  di- 
vide us  as  a  people.  And  such  is  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interest  involved,  so  great  the  ex- 
citement in  the  public  mind  upon  this  sub- 
ject, it  now  threatens  seriously  the  overthrow 
of  this  Confederacy. 

For  eight  long  weeks  this  House  was  en- 
gaged in  a  fruitless  efi"ort  to  organize  ;  two 
months  elapsed  before  we  could  elect  a  Speaker, 
and  the  country  naturally  inquires  the  cause, 
It  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact :  the  delay  is 
attributable  alone  to  this  question  of  slavery ; 
this  anti-slavery  sentiment  that  has  grown  up, 
with  such  rapid  strides,  in  the  northern  portion 
of  this  Confederacy,  arraying  section  against 
section,  and  engendering  feelings  of  the  most 
bitter  hate  and  intense  hostility  against  the 
southern  people,  on  account  of  what  these 
auti-slavery  fanatics  are  pleased  to  term  "  the 


cursf  of  slavery.''  Out  of  this  anti-slavery  sen- 
timent a  powerful  sectional  party  has  ari.seii 
in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  known  as  the 
Black  Republican  party — a  party  luiving  nu 
nationality,  based  entirely  upon  a  sectional 
issue  ;  having  but  one  idea,  and  that  is,  hos- 
tility to  the  South  ami  her  iustitutions.  And 
it  is  this  party  thaf  is  responsible  for  the  de- 
lay in  the  organization  of  the  House  ;  for  it 
they,  as  a  party,  had  not  made  this  sectional 
issue  ;  if  they  had  not  stirred  up  this  strife 
and  jealousy,  there  would  have  been  nothing 
in  the  way  of  a  speedy  organization  of  the 
House. 

But,  sir,  I  find  I  am  dtp  irtiug  from  the  pur- 
pose I  had  in  view  when  I  rose  to  addres- 
the  House.  My  object  was  not  so  much  tc 
review  the  organization  of  the  House  as  to  re 
view  the  davery  question  itself.  It  has  been, 
time  and  again,  gravely  charged  by  gentlemen 
upon  the  Republican  side  of  this  House,  that 
the  South  was  responsible  for  this  ivhole  sla- 
very agitation.  There  is  hardly  a  day  passes 
over  our  heads  but  what  we  hear  this  charge. 
It  was  made  particularly  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  IIk-icaian,]  and  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Ferky.] 
Mr.  Sherman,  in  his  iate  speech  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  has  also  placed  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  South.  1  propose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion. I  assert  |he  contrary  to  be  true.  Let 
us  glance  at  this  question,  and  see  upon  whom 
rests  the  responsibility  for  this  agitation  that 
has  now  assumed  such  an  alarming  attitude  in 
our  national  councils.  So  far  from  the  South 
being  responsible  for  it,  I  contend  that  to  the 
anti-slavery  fanatics  of  the  North  belong  the 
Alpha  and  the  Omega  ..of  this  controversy. 
They,  and  they  alone,  have  brought  all  this 
excitement  and  trouble  upon  the  country. 

As  far  back  as  1787,  this  question  of  sla- 
very was  a  disturbing  element  in  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  By  reference  to  the  debates  in  that 
convention,  we  find  that  there  were  three  com- 
promises made  upon  this  question.  In  the 
first  place,  the  basis  of  congressional  repre-' 
sentation  was  compromised,  by  allowing  every 
jive  slaves  to  be  counted  as  three.  Secondly, 
the  difference  of  opinion  in  reference  to  the 


Buppressiou  of  tbe  African  slave  trade  was 
compromise-J  \>y  tho  adoptiou  of  that  clause 
rostrniuiag  Con(;re-iS  from  proLibiting  it  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  Lastly,  the  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  sliiveholdiug  States  lor  some  guar- 
Htitee  incef.Ti'iiLe  to  the  rendition  of  fugitive 
2ilave:«  wa^  seiilei  by  the  ado{)tion  of  that 
clause  of  the  Conititution  which  is  in  these 
w  orda : 

■■  No  penou  btfU  to  »ervic«  ur  lal>or  lu  uuu  Stuto,  uuder 
Itie  lawn  theivof,  eijoaploi;  into  another,  Hhall,  In  consi-- 
>jueuc«  of  any  l»w  or  rtfifulntiuu  Ihtreiii.  Iw  ilischargi'J 
trvm  »ui'b  s«rvicu  ur  labor,  but  sball  be  deliveretl  up  on 
claim  of  tbe  party  to  whom  aucb  service  or  labor  may 
be  due." 

And  withoift  such  a  constitutional  guarantee 
it  is  evident  thut  the  sluveholding  States  never 
would  have  ratified  the  Oonstiluiinu.  As  to 
how  far  it  has  been  t'uithl'uUy  observed,  we 
shall  see  hereafter.  Thus  ended  this  slavery 
controversy  in  the  convention  that  framed  the 
i'onstitution.  The  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  adopting  the  clauses  just  alluded  to, 
no  doubt  considered  this  a  final  adjustment  of 
the  whole  subjeot.  The  Constitution  was  the 
result  of  concession  and  compromise;  its  great 
ohject  was  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity," and  its  traraers  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  its  sacred  guarantees  upon  this,  as  well 
as  other  subjects,  would  be  faithfully  observed 
by  all  the  pirties  to  the  compact  ;  that  this 
irritating  question  would  be  allowed  to  rest 
wnere  the  C>)n-<titation  had  placed  it,  and  that 
it  never  would  be  again  a  disturbing  element 
between  the  ditlerent  sections  of  the  Union. 
And  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  such  would 
have  been  the  case  if  the  non  slaveholding 
States  had  not  renewed  the  agitation. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  test  this  question  of 
responsibility  for  the  slavery  agitation,  let  us 
inquire  who  first  renewed  this  agitation  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution?  Who'first 
<;ommenced  it'  From  what  section  did  it 
come?  W.is  it  from  the  South?  No,  sir. 
The  first  thing  we  hear  of  this  question,  after  : 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  was  in  the  ' 
form  of  abolition  petitions  presented  to  Con  I 
gress.  The  Constitution  was  adopted  in  1 787  ; 
anil  in  1790,  only  three  years  thereafter,  the 
abolitionists  commenced  presenting  their  peti- 
tions to  Congress.  This,  sir,  was  the  begin- 
ning of  that  agitation,  which  has  now  become 
so  deep  and  wide-spread — so  threatening  in 
its  aspect. 

My  limits  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell  upon 
this  subject       I  have  an  abstract  of  tho   his-  i 
lory  of  these   abolition   petitions,   made    out  i 
from  Cluskey's  Political  Text-Book,  and  I  will  j 
«mbody  it  in  my  printed  speech.     Here  it  is:  , 


!iu'l   tliii    imiiruvi-iucut  of  the    African    race 
'UluriaU,  after  uiui-b   debate,    wore   referred  to 
.  — ■'■-   :ind  afterwurds  to  tbe  Cuiumittee  of 

tbr  -Solved  that  I'on^es*  bad  no  author- 

ity I        ^  .11  till-  HUbjeot,  Ac. 

On  tbe  'Joth  of  . November,  179-,  a  memorial  of  Wiiruer 
Mlltliu,  a  Quaker,  on  tl>r  same  nubjet't,  wai*  presented  to 
tbe  llou!<e  of  Kepresentalives  by  Mr.  AmeK,  of  ijiiiicu- 
obusetti",  wbic-b,  after  much  debate,  wan  returned'to  tbe 
l^>etitiouer. 

On  the  aOth  of  January,  ITaV,  Mr.  Swauwick,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, presented  tbe  petition  of  four  ."laves,  represent- 
ing tliiit  tbi-y  bud  been  eiuauciputfl,  and  under  bome 
law  of  North  Carolina  they  could  be  re'luced  to  slavery  : 
that  they  had  escaped  to  PeDnsylvauia;  and  prayed 
Congress  to  look  into  this  law  of  North  Candina.  and 
give  them  relief.  After  much  debate,  it  wan  rejected. 
On  tbe  3uth  November, came  year,  Mr. Uallatin,  of  Penn- 
i-ylvania,  presented  a  petition  upon  tbe  same  subject, 
and  it  wa-s  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

On  the  21st  of  January.  l>iUo,  Mr.  Lo^an,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, presented  u  petition  to  the  Senate,  from  tbe  i^ua- 
kers,  pleading  the  cau.se  of  the  African  race,  and  asking 
Congress  to  take  steps  to  prevent  theextension  of  slavery 
in  tbe  Territories  of  the  United  States.  It  wag  received. 
On  the  same  day,  a  like  petition  was  presented  to  tbe 
House  of  Kepre.-eutatives,  and  referretl. 

In  January,  1S17,  several  [)etitions  against  the  slave 
trade  were  pre.'euted  and  referred.  During  the  first 
Session  of  tbe  Sixteenth  Congress,  vari  lus  petitions 
against  introducing  shivery  in  any  new  State  were  pre- 
sented— some  referred,  and  some  not  Veferred. 

On  tho  l'.itb  of  Febr-uary,  1S27,  Mr.  Barney,  of  -Mary- 
land, presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing the  pa.ifsage  of  a  law  declaring  all  children  hereafter 
born  of  slave  parents  in  the  District  of  Columbia  should 
be  free  at  a  certain  age,  and  moved  to  print  it:  which 
wa.s  refused. 

On  the  12th  of  li'""'-'^  l'*:31,  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams 
presented  sundry  ■  •  tbe  Uouse  of  Ilcpresenta- 

tives,  from  numci'  :  -i  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 

the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  Slav*  trade  in  tbe  Di»- 
tricl  of  Columbia ;  wbicb  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbi:i. 

In  the  Senate,  January  7, 1830,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio, 
presented  several  petitions  from  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying 
the  ttbulition  of  slavery  in  tbe  Uiitrict  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  Calhoun  objected  to  the  reception  of  this,  and  others 
of  like  character,  and  spoke  at  length  agiiinst  it.  It  was 
received. 

In  iNoO,  abolition  petitions  became  .so  numerous  that 
resolutions  were  adopted  nrderinir  thom  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  without  bein,  1. 

in  lS..i7  the  peti'.  .  Congress  in  such 

'  .        .  -.It  was  during 

-t  exciting  scenes 

lives,  and  result- 

1  of  the  southern 

-dde,  of  Vermont. 

"eiiiiig   tbe  iiig   au   iuliiimuiatory   abolition 

speech.  Hnd  i  ffusinir  to  yiidd  it.  contrary  to 

the  ^  ' : ;  ;         "  lit 

thi-  ''-^1 

•;i.  ._■  I..  -1,1,.-!,.    i.-iiiiii..^  Liii-  i.-...iive 
ral  (joverument  and  the   States  con- 


lu  is;  is  known  as  the  "ilst 

rule,  will  ion  of  these  petitions. 

'Ibis  rule  gave  peace  to   ibc  country  for  a  short  while, 
but  in  1H44  it  was  re-cinde^l  and  tbe  doors  of  Congress 

u  of  these  petitii>ns. 
tpe    presented  to  Con- 

grc--  unui  .-.    .  --I...'  "■■'    kittle  or 

no  attention.    The  Ab  >  them- 
selves in'"  •'.  -ulur  pn. :.. i.cpiibli- 

can  par!  ■  seeking  to  control  thaOovemmBnt  in 

a  more  >  .        '.v.  ■ 


Ou  tbe  lUh  of  February.  17'J  >.  Mr.  Fitxslmmous.  of 
IVDUsylvauls,  presented  to  Congres*  a  memorial  of 
tjuakers  praying  the  als>litiun  of  tbe  slave  trade.  .Mr. 
^swrence,  of  .New  York,  at  the  same  time  pre-entej  a 
memorial  of  the  ■  Krirul:.'  of  New  York  city  to  tb>-  -auie 
effect.  On  tbe  next  d.iV  a  memorial  wa.»  presented  from 
tbe  Pennsylvania  society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  relief  of  fr««  negroes  unlawfully  held  in 


It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to 
say,  that  he  always  raised  his  warning  voice 
against  the  reception  of  the.'-e  abolition  peti- 
tions. He  took  the  bold  ground  that  Congress 
ought  to  meet  these  agitators  at  the  thres- 
hold — close  the  doors  against  the  reception  of 
I  these  petitions,  as  the  only  way  to  stop  agi- 


tation.  But  there  were  then,  as  there  are  now, 
temporizing  politicians  who  said  there  was  no 
danger  ;  let  them  come  in  ;  it  was  the  right 
of  the  people,  the  dear  people,  to  petition  ; 
that  it  was  onlj'  a  few  old  women  and  craz}' 
fanatics  at  the  bottom  of  this  movement,  and 
that  no  harm  could  grow  out  of  it.  But  I\lr. 
Calhoun,  the  ahle  expounder  and  bold  defender 
of  the  Constitution,  the  uncompromising 
champion  of  the  rights  of  the  South,  with 
that  far-seeing  ken  that  always  characterized 
Bim,  told  them  that  it  was  wrong  ;  that  it  was 
a  question  that  could  not  be  tampered  with  ; 
that  if  these  petitions  were  received,  it  would 
encourage  instead  of  suppress  fanaticism ; 
that  Congress  would  be  flooded  with  them, 
and  become  the  mere  channel  through  which 
the  institutions  of  the  South  would  be  assailed. 
He  told  them  that  strife  and  sectional  ani- 
mosity would  be  engendered  ;  that  the  excite- 
ment would  deepen  and  widen  until  it  became 
mixed  up  with  the  politics  of  the  country  ; 
that,  if  once  it  became  a  political  question,  a 
source  of  political  aggrandizement  at  the 
North,  it  could  never  be  arrested,  and  would 
end  finally  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Time  has  only  proven  every  word  he 
then  uttered  to  be  true.  What  was  then 
prophecy  has  now  become  history. 

Now,  sir,  the  object  of  this  brief  review  of 
abolition  petitions,  and  the  excitement  conse- 
quent thereon,  is  to  settle  this  question  of  re- 
sponsibility for  slavery  agitation,  and  place  it 
where  it  properly  belongs.  AYe  see,  sir,  the 
first  thing  we  hear  of  this  slavery  question 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  was  in 
the  presentation  of  these  petitions  to  Congress. 
They  commenced  with  them  as  far  back  as 
1790;  continued  to  present  them. year  after 
year,  becoming  more  and  more  numerous, 
more  and  more  -arrogant  in  their  demands, 
having  but  one  object  in  view ;  and  that  was 
to  agitate,  agitale,  until  they  should  succeed 
in  building  up  a  powerful  sectional  organiza- 
tion, that  would  at  length  control  every  de-  ; 
partment  of  the  Government,  and  thus  put 
slavery  under  the  ban.  With  these  facts  star- 
ing us  in  the  face,  it  does  seem  to  me  there 
can  be  no  cavil  as  to  who  is  responsible  for 
this  slavfry  agitaiion.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  no  honest,  fair-minded  man  can  deny  that 
this  agitation  had  its  origin  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  these  petitions  to  Congress  ;  and  that 
the  whole  responsibility  rests  entirely  upon 
those  northern  agitators,  who,  with  one  per- 
sistent purpose,  continued  to  thrust  them  be- 
fore Congre.-s.  When,  therefore,  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  this  House  get  up  here 
and  gravely  charge  the  South  with  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  agitation  of  this  question,  I 
beg  them  to  remember  the  origin  of  this  agi- 
tation :  that  it  had  its  foundation  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  these  petitionsi;  that  they  came 
alone  from  the  northern  States  of  this  Union  ; 
and  upon  them,  and  them  alone,  rests  the  re- 


I  sponsibility  for  the   agitation   of  this   ques- 
tion. 

But  I  stop  not  here  ;  whilst  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  responsibility,  I  desire  to  recur  to  an 
important  crisis  in  the  history  of  this  cfountry 
that  I  have  passed  over.  I  allude  to  the  ever- 
memorable  and  never-to-be-forgotten  excite- 
ment consequent  upon  the  application  of  Mis- 
souri for  admission  into  the  Union.  And  when 
gentlemen  on  the  Republican  side  talk  so  flip- 
pantly about  the  South  being  responsible  for 
this  agitation,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to 
recur  to  the  scenes  of  that  day.  The  facts 
connected  with  that  eventful  period  are  fa- 
miliar to  us  all — to  the  whole  country.  In 
1820  Missouri  came  forward  for  admission 
into  the  Union.  She  had  previously  formed  a 
constitution  in  theregular  way,  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  Congress  giving  her  permission  to 
do  so.  Her  constitution  came  up  to  the  re 
quirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  was  "  repttblican  in  form,"  and  was 
otherwise  unexceptionable.  Yet  when  she 
came  forward  her  admission  was  refused  on 
the  part  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  northern  States,  for  no  other 
reason  than  because  her  constitution  con- 
tained a  clause  recognizing  slavery.  This  re-. 
fusal  was  contrary  to  all  precedent,  and  was 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  A  great  ex- 
citement grew  out  of  the  controversy,  and 
came  well-nigh  severing  the  Union  itself.  It 
was,  however,  settled  by  admitting  her  into 
the  Union  with  a  proviso  that  slavery  should 
forever  be  excluded  from  all  territory  outside 
of  Missouri  lying  north  of  the  parallel  of 
06°  80''.  Here,  sir,  the  fatal  error  was  com- 
mitted by  the  South.  She  ought  never,  in  my 
judgment,  to  have  submitted  to  this  compro- 
mise. It  was  unconstitutional,  odious,  and 
unjust — a  denial  of  our  equality  in  the  Union, 
and  6as  been  the  source  of  countless  evils. 
But  I  cannot  dwell  upon  this  point.  My  only 
object  in  alluding  to  this  Missouri  controversy 
Was  to  fix  this  question  of  rexponsibility.  And 
I  ask,  with  triumph,  who  was  responsible  for 
all  the  excitement  that  {5|ew  out  of  that  ques- 
tion ?  Who  commenced  the  agitation  ?  Will 
any  man  upon  this  floor  deny  that  the  northern 
members  in  Congress  at  that  day  were  entirely 
responsible  for  it  ?  Does  not  every  one  know 
that  the  whole  excitement  grew  out  of  the 
refusal  of  these  northern  agitators  to  admit 
Missouri,  merely  because  she  recognized  sla- 
very in  her  constitution  ? 

But  I  stop  not  here.  1  pass  to  the  next 
political  crisis — the  territorial  controversy  of 
1850 — and  inquire  who  was  responsible  for 
that  agitation  ?  The  facts  are  briefly  these. 
At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war,  the  United 
States  had  acquired  from  Mexico  a  vast  extent 
of  territory.  In  organizing  territorial  govern- 
ments for  this  new  domain,  a  great  contro- 
versy arose  between  the  North  and  South, 
more  formidable  than  that  of  1820,  threaten- 
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ing  the  peace  nnd  permauency  of  the  Uniou. 
This  territory  wa*the  conimoti  property  of  all 
the  people  of  the  L'liiteJ  States — hud  been  ao- 
miired  by  the  conimou  blood  and  treanure  of 
both  sections,  and  each  had  a  right  to  an 
equal  participation  in  it.  Yet,  these  same 
reatless  spirits  that  had  lashed  the  country 
into  fury  in  ISliO,  again  commenced  their  work 
of  agitation.  They  insisted  upon  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  !:^outh  from  the  whole  of  this  ac- 
quired territory  by  the  application  of  what 
is  known  as  the  "  Wilmot  /in-viKo."  This  ar- 
-ogant  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  North 
was  of  course  resisted  by  the  South.  The 
■outh,  with  that  spirit  of  concession  which 
laa  always  marked  her  course,  first  proposed 
to  adjust  the  difficulty  by  extending  the  line 
■V.  30°  30'  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  We  said,  that 
whilst  we  were  of>posed  to  this  geographical 
line,  as  an  unwise  and  unjust  discrimination 
against  the  institutions  of  one-half  of  the 
sovereign  States  in  this  Union,  and  ought 
never  to  have  been  submitted  to  in  the  first 
place  :  yet,  for  the  sake  of  harmony  and  upon 
the  principle  of  a  division  of  the  territory,  we 
were  willing  to  divide  by  the  line  of  3*;°  30'. 
The  North,  notwithstanding  their  professed 
ilevotion  to  this  time-honored  line,  indignantly 
rejected  the  proposition,  and  said  they  would 
have  all,  or  none.  This  fearful  controversy 
was  at  last  settled  upon  the  principle  of  non- 
tntervntion.  That  is  to  say,  there  was  to  he 
no  slavery  restriction  placed  upon  these  Ter- 
itories,  but  they  were  to  be  left  open  to  the 
free  settlement  of  the  people  of  all  sections, 
with  the  power  to  decide  this  question  for 
themselves,  when  they  came  to  perform  their 
first  act  of  sovereignty  in  the  adoption  of  a 
State  constitution,  preparatory  to  admission 
in  the  Union. 

Hut  in  order  to  get  this  timplt  principle^Xhe 
poor  boon  of  allowing  the  slaveholder  to  go 
into  the  Territory  and  settle  there  with  his 
slave  property  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
northern  man — the  South  was  again  compelled 
to  make  another  coacession  to  appease  the 
tn.'atiabi':  man-  of  ubolitionism.  She  was  re- 
quired to  waive  all  irregularities  to  the  admis- 
sion of  California,  submit  to  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  sovereign  State  of  Teias.  and  to 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Such  were  the  facts  in  this  con- 
troversy of  1S')0;  find  my  object  in  alluding 
to  it,  is  to  fix  this  question  of  responsibility. 
.\nd  I  ask,  who  were  the  agitators  in  that  con- 
troversy ?  Did  the  South  commence  it  ?  Does 
not  everybody  know  tht^  all  the  excitement 
of  that  day  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  these 
«ame  northern  agitator.i  innisted  upon  placing 
congressional  prohibition  of  slavery  upon  all 
that  territory — that  this  was  the  sole  cause 
of  that  fearful  struegle  which  came  well-nigh 
sundering  the  ("ont'ederacy  ?  Vet  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  this  Chamber  talk  about 
the  S6uth  being  responsibje  for  this  slavery 


agitation.     When   did   the  South   act  in  any 
other  way  except  upon  the  defensive  ? 

But  let  us  pursue  this  subject  a  little  fur- 
ther. Let  us  come  dbwn  to  the  next  crisis  we 
had  upon  the  slavery  question — I  mean  the 
excitement  growing  out  of  the  Kansas- Ne- 
braska act — and  let  us  inquire  who  was  re- 
sponsible for  thi."*  agitation  ?  It  has  been 
gravely  charged  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side — I  think  by  this  same  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IIickm.w] — that  the  South 
reopened  the  slavery  agitation  at  this  time. 
It  is  a  foul  calumny.  The  truth  of  history 
will  vindicate  the  South  from  such  a  charge. 
What  are  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  In  1854  it 
became  necessary  to  organize  territorial  gov- 
ernments for  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  We  had 
just  come  out  of  the  fearful  territorial  conflict 
of  1850,  caused,  as  we  have  just  seen,  by  the 
friends  of  congres.sional  restriction  attempting 
to  engraft  their  Odious  and  unjust  policy  upon 
our  public  domain.  This  controversy  had 
been  happily  adjusted  by  the  abandonment  of 
all  congressional  restriction,  apd  the  adoption 
of  the  new  principle  of  noii-inlirnntion  ;  thus 
removing  this  irritating  question  from  Con- 
gress, and  referring  it  to  the  people  of  the 
Territories,  to  be  decided  by  them  when  they 
came  to  form  a  State  constitution.  Th^  two 
great  leading  parties  of  the  country,  the  Whig 
and  Democratii,  had  acquiesced  in  this  com- 
promise— accepted  it  as  a  final  adjustment  of 
this  territorial  question.  When,  therefore. 
Congress  came  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  it  was  of  course  desir- 
able that  the  same  territorial  policy  that  had 
been  adopted  in  1850  should  also  be  applied 
to  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Good  faith,  as  well 
as  the  common  peace  of  the  country,  demand- 
ed a  rigid  adherence  to  this  principle,  which 
was  now  regarded  as  the  fixed  policy  of  the 
Government. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  in  applying  this  prin- 
ciple to  Kansas,  why  should  the  Missouri 
restriction  be  repealed  ?  My  answer  is,  it 
was  necessary  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the 
policy  of  1850.  Kansas  was  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase  lying  north  of  the  line 
3C°  30',  and  slavery  was  forever  excluded 
therefrom  by  the  Missouri  restriction  of  1820; 
and  it  was  impossible  for  the  compromise  of 
1850  to  have  any  practical  effect  in  its  appli- 
cation to  Kansas  so  long  as  this  restrictive 
clause  remained  upon  the  statute-book.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  declaring  it  ''  iiioffrattrf  and 
void ;"  if  it  had  not  been  done,  it  would  have 
been  a  reaffirmance  of  congressional  restric- 
tion, which  it  was  the  object  of  the  legislation 
of  1850  to  abandon. 

This,  however,  was  seized  upon  by  the 
Abolitionists  as  a  pretext  for  renewed  agita- 
tion. This  class  of  men  live  by  af;i(n(ton,  and 
are  indebted  alone  to  the  agitation  of  this 
question  for  their  seats  upon  this  floor.  It 
was  really  amusing  to  see  what   "  a  change 


came  o'er  the  spirit  of  their  dreams."  The 
very  men  who  had  all  their  lives  opposed  the 
^^lissouri  compromise,  always  voted  against  it 
when  offered  by  the  South,  and  hnd  denounced 
every  northern  man  that  dared  to  vote  for  its 
maintenance  as  a  "dough-face"  and  a  "(rai- 
tor,"  were  the  first  to  create  a  panic  about  its 
repeal,  were  the  first  to  raise  their  hypocritical 
wailings  about  "  the  sacredne.ts  of  compacts." 
All  of  a  sudden  their  consciences  became  very 
tender  about  the  sanctity  of  a  compromise. 
which  they  themselves  had  disrecarded  and 
trampled  under  foot  for  thirty  years.  That 
Missouri  compromise,  which  had  hitherto  been 
regarded  by  them  as  a  mijrhty  barrier  in  their 
pathway  to  universal  freedom,  was  suddenly' 
transformed  into  a  covenant  as  sacred  as  th^t 
made  by  God  with  Abraham  and  Isaac.  Not- 
withstanding their  open  repudiation  of  it  ever 
since  it  became  a  law,  now,  after  it  had  been 
rendered  by  their  own  acts  a  mere  "■nudum 
pactum"  and  the  South  dclared  it  should  no 
longer  remain  as  a  dead  letter  upon  the  stat- 
ute-book, these  pious  compact  gentlemen  were 
the  first  to  raisfe  a  howl,  and  shed  crocodile 
tears  over  its  repeal. 

But  these  agitators,  these  malcontents,  not 
only  stirred  up  the  popular  mind  all  over  the 
northern  States  upon  the  Eubject  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  but  they  stopped 
not  in  their  work  of  agitation  until  they  had 
succeeded  in  stirring  up  bloodshed  and  civil 
war  in  Kansas.  They  organized  emigrant  aid 
eocieties,  purchased  arms  and  ammunition, 
sent  out  company  after  company  of  lawless 
maruuders,  with  old  John  Brown  at  their  head, 
armed  with  Bowie  knives  and  Sharpe's  rifles, 
to  forestall  and  control  public  opinion  in  Kan- 
sas. They  called  conventions;  got  up  bogus 
constitutions;  and,  after  they  had  fully  ac- 
complished their  fell  purposes,  had  aroused 
popular  indignation  all  over  the  North,  and 
had  set  Kansas  in  a  blaze  of* civil  war,  they 
then  turned  round  to  the  Democratic  party, 
raised  their  hands  in  holy  horror,  and  said  to 
♦hem.  "My  God.  gentlemen  I  what  a  fuss  you 
Democrats  have  got  up.  Oh.  my!  you  ras- 
cally Democrats  have  ruined  the  country. 
What  excitement,  what  strife,  what  discord 
you  have  stirred  up  at  the  North  ;  how  much 
bloodshed  and  civil  war  you  have  brought 
npon  poor,  bleeding  Kansas,  and  all  on  account 
of  your  shameful  disregard  of  the  sacred  com- 
pact of  1820!  "  This  is  the  way  these  hypo- 
critical Pharisees  talked  then ;  this  is  the  way 
they  talk  now,  and  this  is  the  way  they  preach 
to  their  people  at  home  ;  and  no  wonder  the 
northern  masses  should  be  so  much  misin- 
formed upon  the  subject.  '  These  are  the  men 
who  get  up  here  day  after  day,  and  charge 
the  South  with  being  responsible  for  this 
slavery  agitation.  After  what  I  liave  said, 
sir,  no  one  can  deny  that  the  Republican  party 
seized  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  restric- 
tion as  a  mere  pretext  for  agitation,  and  that 


I  they,  and  they  alone,  are  responsible  to  the 
country  for  whatever  of  agitation  grew  out  of 
this  question. 

Let  us  come  now  to  the  last  eventful  trngedy 
I  upon  this  question.  I  mean  the  reocnt  raid 
i  of  John  Brown  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  So 
far  as  the  responsibility  for  this  event,  and 
the  consequent  excitement  growing  out  of  the 
same,  are  concerned,  there  can  be  no  cavil; 
it  will  hardly  be  contended  by  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  this  House  that  the  South 
was  responsible  for  this  event — that  she  was 
the  agitator  in  this  case.  Who.  then,  is  re- 
sponsible for  it  ?  I  do  not  hesitate  to  phice 
it  where  it  properly  belongs,  zipon  the  Repub- 
lican  party  of  the  North.  In  my  judgment, 
the  recent  invasion  of  Virginia  was  but  the 
legitimate  offspring  of  that  deep-settled  hate 
to  slavery  and  southern  institutions  wLich  it 
has  always  been  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
Republican  party  to  engender  and  foster  in 

■  the  northern  mind.     Now,  sir,  this  is  a  grave 
I  charge,   and  it  is  due   to  myself  and   to  the 

country  that  I  should  give  the  reasons  upon 
which  I  predicate  it. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  well  known  that 
John  Brown  had  large  quantities  of  arms  and 
ammunition  for  this  foray.  From  all  the  facts 
in  the  case,  it  is  evident  that  his  outfit — his 
implements  of  w.arfare — were  furnished  him, 
either  by  general  subscription  among  the  Re* 
publicans,  or  by  the  abolition  societies.  Now, 
sir,  men  are  not  apt  to  give  their  money  un- 
less they  know  to  what  oViject  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied. Those  men.  therefore  who  contributed 
money  for  the  purchase  of  these  arms  and  am- 
munition, with  a  knowledge  of  the  object  in 
view,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  tlian 
as  accessories  before  the  fact,  and  are  as  much 
responsible  for  the  commission  of  the  act  as 
Brown  himself. 

Again,  sir  :  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
foray  of  John  Brown  wa«,  in  part,  the  result 
of  that  deep-seated  prejudice  to  slavery  he 
had  imbibed  in  his  early  educational  training. 
It  is  a  part  and  parcl  of  the  aholiiion  tactics 
to  instill  their  principles  into  the  young  and 
rising  generation.     They  teach  them  in  tlieir 

■  schools  and  colleges  to  look  upon  slavery  as  a 
sin  against  God  and  man ;  the  slaveholder  as 
an  unmerciful  tyrant  and  usurper  ;  and  that  it 

'  is  but  doing  God  service  to  liberate  the  slave 
I  by  any  means  in  their  power.  They  inflame 
'  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  youthful 
mind  by  fabulous  stories  and  horrid  pictures 
of  the  master,  with  w!ip  in  hand,  inflicting 
all  manner  of  tortures  upon  tlie  unoffending 
slave.  It  was  by  this  system  of  education 
that  John  Brown  received  those  early  impres- 
sions against  slavery  that,  in  after  life,  led  to 
that  strange  frenzy  and  fanaticism  wliich  cul- 
minated in  liis  raid  at  Harper's  Ferry.  In  so 
far  as  the  Republican  party  ore  responsible 
for  this  system  of  education,  just  bo  fur  ore 
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thev  responsible,  as  a  party,  for  this  OUtrnge  1  onDt«fiit.-.l  or  fanaUealat'itators,  and  therefore  ephom- 

,   '^      .,„,,..    r       ■'  I  erul,  Iui^tl^l■:.l  thii  oijie  iilto-rether.    It  is  iin  irropressiblo 

upon  the  soil  of  \  irginia.  ■ 

But,  sir,  1  take  higher  ground  still.     There 

can  be  nodiiubt  sibmit  thirf  party  being  rcspon- 

eible  for  this  iuva-ii>n,  whoa  we  come  to  look  at 

the  sentiments  and  doctrines  taught  by  this 

party  for  the  last  five  or  ten  years.     Upon  a 

calm  review  of  the  matter,  I  do  not  hesitate 

to  declare  that  this  Harper's  Ferry  affair  was 

but  the  legitiiii'Ue    fruit  of  those   anti-nlitrfry 

teachirt'j! — tha-f    frtOMjintitle    doymas — taught 

by  tho  ultra  leaders  of  the  Republican  party 


oonflirt  ■  -  n^' miJ  endurin;?  forces;  It  ineanK 

thiit  Ih.  ipiust  and  will,  nither  sf.oner  or 

later,  Uj' •  ui'-  imi.  i    .  uUrcly  ii  ulavelioldin^  nation,  or 
entirely  a  tree-labor  nation." 

Mr.  Skwari),    in    his    speech  at  Cleveland, 

suiJ  : 

••  Slavery  enn  be  limited  to  itJ  present  bounds  ;  it  can 
be  amelioratiM.  It  can  be  aud  it  must  be  auolisiibd,  and 
you  and  1  can  :iud  must  do  it.  The  task  is  a.s  simple  and 
eaity  as  its  consummation  will  be  b^-neficent  and  its  re- 
ward Klor'ous.  It  requires  to  tbllow  only  this  simple 
rule  of  action :  do  everywhere  and  on  every  occasion 
what  We  can,  and  not  to   noi^lect  or  refuse  to  do  what 

and 


8UCh  leaders  an  GiddingS,  Phillips,  Garrison,  \  wo  can,  at  any  time,  Ix-eause,  at  that  preei'e  time,  and 
Sew.\UI),  and  others.      These    men    have    poi-  i  on  that  p:irticulnr  occasion,  we  cannot  do  more     Circum 

,  .,      ,         .    .  J. ,  •  1  ,;. »....r.       stances  determine  possibilities.  •         •         •         • 

.-ioued  the  f.uutains  of  learning  and  literature,  ,  ..o.rrect  your  own  error,  that  slavery  has  constitu- 
polluted  the  legi.'*lative  halls,  defiled  the  ;  tii>nal  Kuarnnlies  which  may  not  be  released,  and  ounht 
ermine  of  the  judiciary,  and  desecrated  even  '  "ot  to  be  rolin.iuished."  •  •  *  "You  will 
Ti  J     11     K     .1    •  v,..ii«„„i    t-^^M,    I  soon  brinir  the  parties  of  the  country  into  an  effective 

the  sacred  desk  by  their  unhallowed  teach-     „„.„„„;„„^„^^,„^,.,^„,^,, 


ings. 

Now,  sir,  as  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 
position,  I  will  here  read  a  few  extracts  from 
the  speeches  of  these  leaders,  showing  the 
treasonable  and  insurrectionary  sentiments 
proclaimed  by  them 

Mr.  J.  R.  GiddingS,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, said  : 

'•  The  gentleman,  however,  says  the  Abolitionists  look 
to  the  insurrection  of  the  slaves.  Sir.  who  does  not  look 
to  that  inevitable  reiult,  unless  the  slave  States  remove 
the  heavy  burdens  which  now  rest  upon  the  downtrod- 
den and  de^'raJed  people  whom  they  oppress?  la  there 
a  shiveholder  who  can  shut  his  eyes  to  this  finale  of  .shi- 
'very  ?    And  why  should  we  not  expect  it?" 

Mr.  GiddingS  says,  again : 

•  I  would  not  bo  understood  as  desiring'  n  servile  in- 


ag^resiion  upon  slavery.' 

Mr.  Sew.\kd  said,  again  : 

••  WhenBver  the  public  mind  shall  will  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  way  will  open  for  it." 

James  Watson  Webb  said  : 

'•  On  the  action  of  this  [the  Republican)  convention 
depends  the  fate  of  the  country;  if  the  Kepublicans  fail 
at  the  ballot-box,  we  will  be  forced  to  drive  back  the 
slavofjcracy  with  fire  and  sword." 

Such  are  some  of  the  atrocious  doctrines 
taught  by  these  high  priests  of  Republican- 
ism. These  extracts  speak  for  themselves, 
and  noed  no  comment  from  me.  Here  we  see 
the  great  ^^  irrepresxtble-conjiieC'  doctrine  clear- 
ly foreshadowed :  "  .tlavery  can  and  vna^t  be 
aboUihed  ;"  peacmhhj  if  ve  ran.  fnrcibh/  if  we 
Nothing  is  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their 


must.  „ 

surrection;   but  I  say  to  southern  jrentlemen  that  there  j  ^j^^jj^j   progress   tO    freedom.       Treason,  muT- 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  honest  and  patriotic  men  ,ui    „..  /  .^,„;7«  .•.■../^o/./inn    nro  hprp 

who  will  -laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  wUl  mock  when    dvr.  hloodgked,  and  iervile  imvrrectwn,  are  here 
you  fear  comcth.'  •  *  *  *    recommended  for  the  accomplishment  of  their 

••  Sir,  I  would  intimidate  no  man ;  but  I  tell  you  there  I  abolition  schemes.    This  is  the  school  in  which 
is  a  iplrit  in  the  North  which  will  set  at  defiance  all  the  I  n_„„.,   „„c    t^-olno.!  -    it    wna    from     flip 

low  and  unworthy  machinations  of  thU  Executive,  and    John    Brown  was   trained,  itwas    from    the 

of  the  miiii.nj  of  its  j-iwer.    When  Hie  contest  .shall  I  teachings  of  such   men  as  these,  high  in  au- 
oome;  when  the  th'!'  '  ■'•  ••ill  roll,  and  the  lightning  j  thority,  that  he  derived  his  "  irr'-pri'-tsible-con- 

ftiri"  ideas  that  caused  him  to  drench  Kansas 
in  blood  and  invade  the  sovereign  State  of 
Virginia  with  an  armed  band  to  incite  insur- 
rection. Ho  was  led  to  believe,  from  the 
teachings  of  .these  valiant  knights  of  freedom, 
that  as  soon  as  be  struck  the  first  blow  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  a  thousand  swords  would  leap 
from  their  scabbards  at  the  North  to  sustain 
him  ;  but.  to  his  sorrow,  he  found  them  more 
valiant  in  icordx  than  in  actioni.  And  now, 
after  this  outrage  has  been  committed ;  now, 
after  the  blood  of  innocent  men  and  women 
I  has  been  spilt,  and  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
{  country,  with  just  scorn  and  indignation,  arc 
'•'«  I  turned  to  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party 
as  the  authors  of  the  iniquitous  tragedy,  they 


flaab;  when  ih»  -  rise  in  the  South;  when, 

in  imitation  of  the  <  i  Imen,  the  southern  slaves 

of  the  South  shall  feel  that  they  are  men;  when  they 
feel  the  stirrini;  emotions  of  immortality,  and  recotrni^e 
the  stirrinti  truth  that  they  are  men,  and  entitled  to  the 
rii,'hUi  which  lioil  has  bestowwl  upon  them;  when  the 
slaves  shall  feel  that,  and  when  t'  "     !1  turn 

pale  and  tremble;  when  their  dwc  <;  and 

dismay  uit  on  each  countenance;  I. .    .  -  i'ot  say 

•we  will  laUK'h  at  your  calamity  and  mock  when  you 
fear  Cometh;'  but  I  do  say,  when  that  time  shall  come, 
the  lovers  of  our  race  will  stand  forth  and  exert  the 
legitimate  powers  of  this  Government  for  freedom.  We 
shall  then  have  constitutional  power  to  act  for  the  (rood 
of  our  i-ountry,  and  do  justice  to  the  slave.  Then  will 
w«  strike  olf  the  shackles  from  the  limbs  of  the 
sUves." 

Mr.  William  0.  Duval  said:     , 


•'I  sincerely  hope  a  civil  war  may  soon  bur..t  ui-o 
eoantry.    I  want  to  we  American  slavery 
my  time."        *        • 

arrives  for  the  streets  ^ 

free  and  home  of  the  brave'  to  run  with  UimnI  to  the     complicity  with  swch  a  transaction, 
horses'  bridles,  if  the  writer  of  this  bo  li\-jns.  there  will^  j       When  Benhadad   Kin"  of  Svrin,  was  sick,  he 


t  the  cities  of'uiis  -laui . !  tiu'  \  affcct  great  surprise  at  being  suspected  of  any 


be  one   heart   to  rejoice    nt   the   retributive  justice   of 
Heaven." 

William    H.    Sewauk,    in    his    Rochester  | 
speech,  said 


sent  Hazael,  his  servant,  to  Danm-'cus,  to  in- 
quire of  Elisha,  the  prophet,  whether  he  should 
recover  of  his  disease.  And  the  prophet  an- 
swered :   "Go   tell   thy  master  that   he  may 


who 


'•  Shall  1  tell  you  what   this  collision  means?    They  ^   .    ,'  i,„„u<»:»     tha     T  nrH     Viftth 

hotJiink  that  it  iia..dd.ntal,  unnecessary,  the  work  I  cerUmly    recover,    howbeit    the    Lord    hatn 


shown  me  he  shall  surely  die."  And  the  man 
of  God  wept.  And  Ilazael  said  ;  "  Why  weep- 
est  my  lord  ?"  And  he  answered.  "Because 
I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt  do  unto  the 
children  of  Israel ;  their  strongholds  wilt  thou 
set  on  fire,  and  their  j'oungmen  wilt  thou  slay 
with  the  sword,  and  will  dash  their  children 
and  rip  up  their  women  with  child."  And 
Hazael  said,  ''  But  what  '  ix  thi/  servant  a  dof/, 
that  lie  should  do  this  'great  thing  V  And  Elisha 
answered  :  "  The  Lord  hath  showed  me  that 
thou  shalt  be  King  over  Syria."  Hazael  went 
his  way  and  told  the  King  that  Elisha  had  said 
he  would  surely  recover.  Notwithstanding 
Hazael's  indignation  at  the  prophet's  accusa- 
tion, yet  on  the  very  next  morning  he  slew 
the  King,  succeeded  him  to  the  throne,  and, 
in  a  short  time,  he  committed  all  the  abomin- 
ations upon  the  children  of  Israel  that  the 
prophet  had  foretold. 

So,  when  William  H.  Seward  announced 
his  "irrepressible-conflict"  doctrines — de- 
clared that  slavery  must  and  shall  be  abolished 
at  all  hazards;  when  sixty-eight  members  6f 
the  last  House  of  Representatives  signed  the 
recommendation  of  the  infamous  Helper  book, 
thereby  indorsing  treason  and  servile  insurrec- 
tion, if  any  man  had  arisen  upon  this  floor  and 
said  to  these  gentlemen,  "You  are  proclaim- 
ing sentiments  that  will  lead  to  insurrection 
and  civil  war."  they  would  have  indignantly 
exclaimed  with  Hazael,  "/s  thy  servant  a  dog, 
that  he  should  do  this  great  thing?''  And  yet, 
in  a  few  years  after  the  announcement  of 
"'■  irrepressible-conflict"  doctrise,  and  within 
less  than  one  year  after  the  indoi'semeut  of 
the  Helper  book,  we  had  treason,  murder,  and 
insurrection  upon  southern  soil,  by  the  no- 
torious leader  of  the  Kansas  rebellion,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  supplied  him  by  the 
Abolition  and  Republican  party  of  the  North. 
And  when  these  leaders  are  now  charged  with 
being  aiders  and  abettors  of  the  act,  they 
afl"ect  great  ignorance,  and  still  exclaim  :  "  /s 
thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  great 
thing  ?"  I  will  say  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  South  is  fully  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  the  real  designs  of  the  Republi- 
can part3%  and  she  can  no  longer  be  deceived 
upon  this  question. 

I  trust,  sir.  I  have  fully  established  the  po- 
sition with  which  I  set  out — that  the  South  is 
in  no  way  responsible  for  this  slavery  agita- 
tion, but  that  it  resrts  entirely  upon  the  anti- 
slavery  fanatics  of  the  North. 

Bnt,  sir,  another  object  I  had  in  view  in. 
addressing  the  House  to-day,  was  to  view  this 
question  of  slavery  in  its  present  attitude, 
deal  with  it  as  it  now  stands  before  the  coun- 
try in  all  its  menacing  proportions,  threaten- 
ing the  overthrow  of  the  Government.  In  the 
review  we  have  just  made,  we  have  accom- 
plished two  objects;  first,  we  have  clearly 
relieved  the  South  of  all  responsibility  for  the 
agitation  of  this  question,  and  have  placed  it 


where  i't  properly  belongs,  upon  the  Abolition 
or  Republican  party.  Secondly,  we  see  the 
steady  and  alarming  progress  the  Republi- 
cans have  made  in  numerical  strength,  and 
the  vast  power  they  are  destined  to  wield  in 
this  Government  uidess  checked  in  their  on- 
ward march.  That  cloud  of  fanaticism  which 
at  first  appeared  upon  the  political  horizon, 
no  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  has  now  swollen 
into  a  dark  and  angry  cloud,  threatening  to 
break  in  fury  and  .«udden  destruction  upon 
the  country.  As  we  have  seen,  this  agitation 
began  first  in  the  form  of  abolition  petitions 
presented  to  Congress,  exciting  at  first  very 
little  attention  or  alarm.  The  petitioners  be- 
came more  and  more  exigent  in  their  demands, 
until  they  succeeded  in  not  only  stirring  up  a 
great  excitement  in  our  national  councils,  but 
also  in  arousing  popular  prejudices  and  sec- 
tional animosities  throughout  the  Union;  sec- 
tion became  arrayed  against  section ;  the 
men  of  the  North  and  the  men  of  the  South, 
who  had  hitherto  regarded  each  other  as 
brethren,  now  began  to  look  upon  each  other 
as  enemies.  The  question  assumed  at  the 
North  a  political  bearing  ;  designing  politi- 
cians- and  unprincipled  demagogues  seized 
upon  it  as  a  hobby  to  ride  into  powar.  It  be- 
came a  regular  system — -a  part  of  their  tac- 
tics— to  keep  up  this  agitation.  The  press,  that 
mighty  engine  for  controlling  popular  opinion, 
was  subsidized  to  their  base  purposes  ;  their 
school-houses,  their  colleges,  their  lecture- 
rooms,  their  legislative  halls,  and  even  the 
temples  of  the  living  God,  were  desecrated  by 
their  foul  teachings.  Thus  this  anti-slavery 
sentiment,  which  at  first  had  but  few  advo- 
cates, deepened  and  widened,  until  it  now  per- 
vades and  animates  the  minds  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  It  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  the 
fitful  escitement  of  a  few  propagandists  ;  but 
as  a  pooitire,  living  principle  in  the  northern 
mind,  controlling  all  their  social,  religious,  and 
political  acts.  It  has  now  become  the  basis, 
the  corner-stone  of  political  organization.  All 
the  malcontents,  the  odds  and  ends,  sloughed 
off  from  old  political  parties,  have  united 
in  one  common  band,  assuming  to  themselves 
the  name  of  the  Republican  party,  the  more 
elfectually  to  conceal  their  real  designs. 

I  will  here  briefly  state  what  I  consider  the 
great  leading  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  as  expounded  by  their  leaders 
and  set  forth  in  their  part}'  platforms  : 

1.  They  assert,  as  the  great  fundnmental 
principle  of  their  party,  the  social  and  politi- 
cal equality  of  the  negro  and  the  white  man — 
tliat  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  possessed 
of  certain  inalienable  rights,  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to  guard  and 
maintain. 

2.  A  deep-settled  hate  to  the  people  and 
institutions  of  the  southern  States,  causing 
them  to  look  upon  slavery  as  a  sin  against 
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God  and  man  ;  a  relic  of  barbarism  ;  a  blij^ht- 
iog,  ■withering  cur^e  to  the  natioD,  which  it  is 
their  solemn  auJ  religious  duty  at  all  times, 
in  all  places,  and  by  all  means,  to  restrict  and 
tioally  aholi>h. 

8.  A  fixed  and  unalterable  determination 
to  exclude  the  people  of  the  southern  States, 
with  their  slave  property,  from  all  the  com- 
mon territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  more  slave  States  udmittod 
into  the  Union  ;  thus  restricting  slavery  to  its 
present  limits,  with  the  hope  that  it  u>ay 
finally  extinguish  itself. 

4.  The  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,   oi\ 
a  modification  of  its  provisions,  so  as  to  ren- 
der that  clause  of  the  Constitution  in  refer- 
ence to  the  rendition  of  fugitives    null    and  1 
void. 

5.  The  abolition  ot  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia:   in  all  the  forts,  arsenals,   audi 
dock-yards     under    the    jurisdiction    of    the 
United  States;  also,  the  abolition  of  the  slave  j 
trade  between  the  States,  as  well  as  a  secret  i 
purpose    to    strike   at  the  institution  in  the 
States  by  all  conntitutinnal  meaim — they  bfing  ! 
the  solejui.'ges  of  the  Constitution.  ' 

H.  After  obtaining  control  of  the  executive  j 
and  legislative  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  next  step  will  be  to  reform  the  ju- 
diciary, remodel  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  thus  remove  the  last  bar- 
rier in  the  waj'  (<f  constitutional  aggression. 

7.  by  way  of  hastening  the  consumnntion 
of  their  free-soil  purposes,  they  now  propose  ■ 
to  inaugurate  a  grand  feystem  of  squandering 
the  public  lands,  by  giving  •'  homes  to   the 
homeless  and  land  to  the  landless." 

In  order  to  show  that  I  have  not  misrepre- 
sented the  sentiments  and  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  I  will  here  read  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  their  platforms,  and  from  the 
speeches  of  their  leaders. 

Mr.  Bi.AKE  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion in  the  lIou4e  of  Kepresentativcs,  March 
26,  18C0;  for  which  sixty  Republican  mem- 
bers voted — some  declining  to  vote  : 

•'  Whereas  the  chuttelizing  of  bumiinity  and  the  hold- 
ing of  person.s  a^f  (.Toperty  is  fjutrary  to  naturHl  justice  ; 
mod  tb«  fundamental  priocipleii  of  our  politicnl  system,  : 
and  l«  notoriou^ly  a  reproai-h  to  our  country  tlir^uch- 
oat  the  drilized  vrorld,  and  a  serious   hindrance  to  the 
T:  f  republican  lifit-rty  araone  the  nations  of  the 

•/,  That  the  Coioiuittee  on  the  Judioiury  be, 
and  tbe -Huie  i«  hefcbv,  lustrurttid  to  inquire  into  the 
expe<iien<-y  of  repf.rtiinf  a  bill  j;iTiii(i;  freedom  to  every 
human  b«ln;,  and  interdlctini;  -hivery  wherever  dm- 
Kreu  bax  the  cooHtitutional  power  to  le(;i»^late  on  the  > 
Kubject."  I 

Senator  Wakb,  id'  Ohio,  said  ;  ! 

"There  in  really  no  I'nion  now  between  the  North  and 
thei^outh;  and  he  t-'i-^-i  '>tit  no  two  nation"  upon 
the  earth  ••ntertalu  '  more  bitter  riiii'-.,r  to- 

wards each  other   tl   ■  i  wro  aatioDi>  of  the  Kepub- 

lie" 

Mr.  LovEJOT,  of  Illinois,  eaid,  in  the  Mouse 

of  Representatives,  April  5,  18C0: 

"  Sir,    than    robbery,  than   piracy,  than   poly^my, 


dlaveholdlng  U  worse — more  criminal,  more  Injurious  to 
man,  and  conHequently  more  ofTennive  to  God. 

"  S^laveholdln);  hat)  ixsvn  juntly  deKi|{nated  av  the  ftum 
of  all  villainy.  Hut  every  crime  [«er(jelrated  nuioo);meu 
into  a  moral  crucible,  and  dii>i>olve  nni  combine  them 
all,  and  the  rexultHiit  um»l);bm  ic  xlavrholdini;.  It  bun 
the  violence  of  robbery. 

••  A  Mkmiikk.     You  are  joking. 

"  Mr.  UjVidjt.  No.  Fir  :  I  am  speakiog  in  dead  ear- 
nest, before  Ood,  (Jixl"-'  own  truth.  It  ba"  the  violence 
of  robliery,  the  blood  mid  I'ruelty  if  pitacy;  it  bus  the 
offensive  and  brutal  lust.';  ofjuiTyi-amy,  all  combined  and 
ooncenlrate<l  in  it«elf.  with  aucruvi.tions  that  neither 
one  of  thc^e  crimen  evei»knew  or  dreamed  of." 

Republican  platform,  at  Philadelphia,  June 

18,  1856: 

/iV.Wi'^/?.  That  the  Cuii.>titutiin  confers  UfK'U  Con- 
;;re.--  Ai/rfr'nin  |>ower  over  the  Territorie.<i  of  the  United 
.State.",  for  tiieir  gtoveriiment,  ami  that  in  the  exercise  of 
the  power  it  in  both  the  riirlit  and  the  duty  of  Conpre*? 
to  prohibit  iu  the  Teiritories  tho.se  twin  relics  of  bar- 
barism — polygamy  and  slavery." 

Senator  Henry  Wilson,  said,  in  a  speech  nt 

Boston: 

•'  We  Hhall  arrest  the  exten«loti  of  slavery,  and  rescue 
the  Government  from  the  grasp  of  the  slave  power.  We 
.shall  blot  out  slavery  in  the  nali'^nal  capital.  We  shall 
iftrround  the  slave  States  with  a  cordon  of  fi-ee  States 
We  shall  then  appeal  to  thV  hearts  and  confciences  of 
men,  and.  in  a  few  years,  notwitbstanding  the  immense 
interests  combined  in  the  cause  of  oppression,  we  thall 
give  liberty  to  the  niilliou.s  in  bouiiage.  ['Hear;'  Ilearl'j 
[  trust  that  many  of  us  will  live  to  see  the  chain  stricken 
from  the  limbs  oi' the  last  bondman  in  the  Kepubllc.'" 

Horace  Mann,  of  Massachusetts,  said : 

•'  I  have  only  to  add,  under  a  full  sense  of  my  respon- 
sibility to  my  country  and  my  Go<.l.  I  deliberately  say. 
better  disunion,  belter  a  ci^il  or  servile  war,  better  any- 
thing that  God  in  bis  providence  shall  send,  tlian  an  ex- 
tension of  the  bounds  of  .slavery." 

Josiah  Quincy,  of  Boston,  said: 

••The  oblinatiua  incumbent  on  the  free  States  to  de 
liver  up  fu^'itite  slaves  is  that  burden,  and  It  mu.^t  be 
obliterated  from  the  Constitution  at  ♦ttv  hazayt." 

Senator  Simsku  said  : 

'•The  «"Kid  citizen,  as  he  readt  therequlrement-sof  th's 
act.  (the  fuL'itive  slave,;  is  filled  with  horror."  *  • 
*  *  •'  Here  the  path  of  duty  is  clear.  I  am  bound 
to  disobey  this  act."  **»«..  sir,  I  will 
not  dishonor  this  home  of  the  Pilgrims  and  of  the  Revo- 
lution by  admitting — nay,  I  cannot  believe — that  this 
bill  will  he  exe<;uted  here." 

Mr.  Bi:uLiN<i.\MK  said: 

••  If  iisked  to  state  specially  what  we  would  do,  he 
would  snswer  :  Kir»t,  repeal  the  Nebraska  bill;  second, 
repeal  the  fupilive  slave  law  ;  third,  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  lourlb,  abolish  theiuter-slave 
trade;  next,  he  would  declare  that  slavery  should  not 
spread  to  one  inch  of  the  territory  of  the  Union ;'  be 
would  then  put  the  (Jovernmeut  actually  and  perpetn- 
allv  on  the  side  of  freedom."  «  »  «  » 

••  lie  wiiuld  have  JMili;--B  who  tielieve  iu  a  hiijher  law  and 
an  anti-slavery  Constitution,  anti-slavery  llible,  imd 
anti-slavery  GoJ." 

Mr.  Bi;uLiNaA.ME  again: 

■•  When  we  "hall  have  elected  u  President,  as  we  will, 
he  will  nut  be  the  Pre.sident  of  a  party,  nor  of  a  section, 
but  the  tribune  of  a  people  ;  and  alter  we  have  exter- 
Ditoateda  few  more  miserable  douchfices  from  the  North, 
then,  if  the  sluve  .>«enate  will  not  «ive  way.  we  will  grind 
it  between  the  nipper  and  neiher  millstones  of  our 
power  " 

J.  R.  Ciiddings  said,  in  reference  to  the  fu- 
gitive sluve  law  : 

"  From  my  innermost  soul,  I  abhor,  detest,  and  re- 
pudiate this  law.  Ide^pi^e  the  human  being  who  would 
obey  it,  it  such  a  being  has  existence.    I  should  regard 
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such  a  mnn  as  a  moral  nuisance,  contaminating  the  air 
of  freedom,  and  would  kick  him  from  my  door  should  ho 
attempt  to  enter  my  dwelling." 

Mr.  Oidding.s  also  said  : 

•■  Gentlemen  will  hoar  with  me  when  I  assure  them 
and  the  E'resident  that  I  have  .seen  as  many  as  nine  fu- 
gitives dining  at  one  time  in  my  own  house — fathers, 
mothers,  husbands,  witcs,  parents,  and  children."    *    *  i 
'•  I  fed  them,  I  clothed  them,  gave  them  money  for  their  ' 
journey,  and  sent  them  on  their  way  rejoicing."         " 

Mr.  Sew.\rd  said  :  ; 

'-  We  deem  the  principle  of  the' law  for  the  recapture 
of  fugitive  slaves  unjust,  unconstitutional,  and  immoral ;  '. 
and  thus,  while  patriotism  witholds  its  approhation,  the  j 
conscience  of  our  people  condemns  it."  ! 

Wendell  Phillips  said : 

"We  confess  that  we  intend  to  trample  under  foot  the  i 
Constitution  of  this  country."  ! 

Senator  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  said:       ' 

"I  tell  you  here  to-night,  that  the  agitation  of  this 
question  of  human  slavery  will  continue  while  the  foot 
of  a  stave  presses  the  sod  of  the  American  Republic. 

"  We  shall  change  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  place  men  in  that  court  who  believe  with  its 
pure  and  immaculate  Chief  Justice,  .Tohn  Jay.  that  our 
prayers  will  be  impious  to  Heaven,  while  we  sustain  and 
support  human  slavery. 

Mr.  CoNKLiNG,  of  New  York,   said,   in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  April  17,  1860: 

'•  A  reorganization  and  reinvigoration  of  the  court, 
with  just  regard  to  commercial  and  political  considera- 
tions, is  one  of  the  auspicious  promises  of  Republican 
ascendency."  «  «  »  * 

"  With  this  reform  accomplished,  the  vampire  of  sla- 
very, now  flitting  among  the  shadows  of  a  sheltering 
tribunal,  will  spread  its  wings  once  more  over  that  hos- 
pitable domain  where  its  ministrations  are  considered 
essential  to  the  full  development  of  ■  the  highest  type  of 
white  civilization.'  " 

Such,  sir,  are  some  of  the  startling  doctrines 
and  principles  of  this  self-stjled  Republican 
party — a  party  professing  to  follow  the  foot- 
steps of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic ;  a  party 
that  has  stolen  the  li-ery  of  Heaven,  that  they 
may  better  accomplish  their  works  of  dark- 
ness ;  a  party  that  is  ever  and  eternally  cry- 
ing "Great  is  Diana  of  the  EphesiansI" 
"  Great  is  this  Union!"  "  Great  is  the  Con- 
stitution !"  and  yet  every  day  of  their  lives 
they  are  trampling  un«ler  foot  the  sacred  guar- 
antees of  the  Constitution,  and  sapping  the 
very  foundations  of  that  .Union  they  are  now 
so  loudly  professing  to  glorify.  Place  this 
party  in  power,  give  them  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  can  any  one  doubt  that  they 
will  carry  out  all  these  odious  and  unconsti- 
tutional measures  ?  Sir,  no  one  who  has 
watched  the  progress  of  this  anti-slavery  sen- 
timent at  the  North  can  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  purposes  and  aims  of  this  Republican 
party.  This  tide  of  fanaticism  has  rolled  on 
and  on,  until  it  has  now  become  a  great  moral 
and  religious  sentiment  with  the  masses  at  the 
North,  pervading  their  whole  social  and  poli- 
tical fabric.  With  these  stubborn  facts  before 
us,  1  confess  I  have  but  little  hope  for  the 
perpetuation  of  this  Union.  The  southern 
people,  if  they  are  true  to  themselves,  their 
pledges,  their  homes,  and  their  firesides,  can 


never  sabmit  to  the  foul  domination  of  such  a 
party.  ' 

Thus  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  only  given 
you  the  principles  of  this  Republican  party.  I 
propose,  now,  to  test  them  by  their  acts — it  is 
said,  "that  actions  speak  louder  than  words" 
— "A?/  their  fruits  ye  nhall  kno>i:  them."'  Tried 
by  this  standard,  I  am  prepared  to  convict 
them  at  the  bar  of  the  country  of  not  only 
being  agitators — disturbers  of  the  public 
peace — but  of  being  enemies  and  violators  of 
the  Constitution  of  our  common  country. 
Wherever  they  have  had  political  power  they 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  every  enor- 
mity ;  neither  oatha,  nor  rompncta,  nor  consti- 
tutions, can  bind  them  ;  they  have  overleaped 
all  these  in  their  onward  career  to  universal 
freedom.  Now,  sir,  this  is  strong  language, 
but  it  i.'*  not  stronger  than  the  facts  of  the  case 
will  ju.stify. 

The  first  count  in  the  indictment  upon  which 
I  arraign  them  is  this,  that  they,  regardless 
of  their  oaths,  have  set  at  naught  and  violated 
one  of  the  plainest  provisions  of  tiie  Constitu- 
tion. I  mean,  sir,  the  clause  in  reference  to 
the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves.  By  reference 
to  the  legislation  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States',  you  will  find  that  in  nearly  all  of  them 
laws  have  been  passed,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, nullifying  this  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution. It  ha.-?  certainly  been  done  in  all 
those  States  where  the  Republican  partj^  has 
been  in  power.  It  is  a  source  of  congratula- 
tion and  pride  that  the  Democratic  party  has 
never  lent  its  aid  to  such  acts  of  perfidy.  They 
have  ever  been  true  and  loyal  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  subject  has  been  lately  extensively 
reviewed  in  the  other  wing  of  this  Capitol  by 
one  of  the  Senatoi's  from  my  own  State,  [Mr. 
Tf^MBS,]  and  according  to  his  calculations, 
at  least  nine  of  these  St;ites  have  passed  laws 
with  the  intent  to  abrogate  this  ciau>e.  I  see, 
however,  by  the  report  of  the  Harper's  Ferry 
investigating  committee  before  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  that  nearly  every  non-slavehold- 
ing State,  without  a  single  exception,  has  in 
some  form  or  other  passed  laws  having  in  view 
this  object. 

The  whole  legislation  of  the  non-slavehold- 
ing States  on  this  subject  has  had  but  one  ob- 
ject in  view,  and  that  is,  the  violation  of  this 
claa!<e  of  the  Constitution.  Some  have  accom- 
plished it  in  one  way,  some  in  another;  some 
openly  and  defiantly,  others  covertly.  The 
more  bold  and  daring  have  openly  set  at 
naught  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  by  their 
infamous  '■'■  personal  Hbertj/''  bills,  with  the 
severest  fines  and  penalties  attached  thereto. 
In  some  cases,  every  Federal  officer,  attempt- 
ing to  fulfill  the  obligation  of  his  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is 
fined  $1,000,  or  imprisoned  at  least  one  year. 
Others  have  sought  to  cover  up  their  infiimy 
under  their  ^'habeas  corpus"  acts,  their  "  man- 
damus" acts ;  some   under   the  specious  pre- 
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tenses  of  yreventing  kidnappinff ;  all  having  in 
view  the  same  avowed  purpose — that  of  de- 
feating this  phviu  provision  of  the  Con&titu- 
tion  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  And  mar- 
vel not  when  I  tell  you  thut  every  one  of  these 
Republican  legi!*lators  who  passed  these 
abomiuublo  lawji  had  previously  taken  a  sol- 
emn oath  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  yet,  while  their  oaths  were  warm  upon 
their  lips,  they  turned  rouud,  and  pas.scd  laws 
to  violate  it.  Now,  t^ir,  what  arc  we  to  think 
of  such  men  ?  What  excuse  or  extenuation 
have  their  confederates  upon  this  door  to  give 
for  their  perjury  '!  Yet  these  are  the  men  who 
are  loudest  in  their  denunciations  of  southern 
men  who  dare  to  get  up  here,  and  demand  of 
the  North  a  rigid  adherence  to  their  constitu- 
tional obligations.  These  are  the  men  who 
raise  the  cr^'  of  trenxon  .'  traitor.'  against  every 
southern  man  who  does  not  see  proper  tnmely 
to  submit  to  these  infractions  of  the  Federal 
compact,  and  who  prefers  peaceably  to  with- 
draw frum  this  Union,  rather  than  to  fellow- 
ship with  men  that  neither  oaths,  nor  compacts, 
nor  ronxiiiution.i  can  bind. 

But,  sir,  our  grievances  stop  not  here  ;  if  I 
had  time  I  might  swell  the  catalogue.  Not 
only  has  this  Republican  party,  thus  know- 
ingly, willfully,  and  deliberately  trampled 
under  foot  the  Federal  Constitution  hy  their 
ytate  enacti^ents,  but  they  are  every  day  of 
their  lives  committing  hostile  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  their  confederates- 
planning  and  scheming  by  every  foul  combin- 
ation, and  by  unfriendly  legislation,  to  rob 
the  slaveholder  of  his  property.  It  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  in  a  good  many  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  the  Ilepublican  party  have 
regularly  organized  societies — undergrottod 
railroads — for  the  avowed  purpose  of  stealing 
the  slaves  from  the  border  States  and  carry- 
ing them  off  to  a  free  State  or  to  Canada, 
'^hese  preilatory  bands  are  kept  up  by  private 
and  public  subscriptions  among  the  Abolition- 
ists ;  and  in  many  of  the  States,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  they  receive  the  sanction  and  protec- 
tion of  the  hiw.  The  border  States  lose  an- 
nually thousands  and  millions  of  dollars'  worih 
of  property  by  this  .system  of  larceny  that  has 
been  carried  on  for  years.  In  addition  to 
this,  all  the  Abolition  States  have  passed  laws, 
in  my  judgment,  violative  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Federal  cumjiact  and  of  all  comity  between 
the  States,  depriving  ttie  southwuer  of  the 
right  of  carrying  his  slave  property,  even  on 
a  visit,  to  any  of  these  States ;  by  attaching 
heavy  penalties  to  the  master,  and  declaring 
the  slave  frpe  the  moment  he  puts  his  foot 
upon  free  soil. 

Hesides  this,  we  have  all  manner  of  con- 
tuuiely  and  abuse  heaped  upon  us  as  southern 
men,  because,  like  the  patriarchs  of  old,  we 
recognize  the  nghl  of  proptrltj  in  man.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  cruelty  of  the  master  over 


the  slave,  we  have  been  even  charged  here 
upon  this  floor  (by  Mr.  Van  AVvck)  ''of  burn- 
ing negroes  alive."  Their  Legislatures,  their 
party  presses,  their  leaders,  their  orators,  and 
their  pulpits,  are  every  day  thundering  tlie 
vilest  anathemas  and  calumnies  against  ne. 
Such  is  a  sample  of  the  rights  of  reciprocity 
we  receive  from  our  confederates  in  this  Union. 
It  will  not  do  frir  the  Republican  party  to  tell 
me  they  are  not  responsible  for  these  things  ; 
my  answer  is,  they  nijiliate  with,  fiipporf,  de- 
I'liid,  and  /'/(/(•('  in  jniwer,  the  men  through  who8« 
instrumentality  these  outrages  are  committed. 
.\nd  jet  these  are  our  brethren  in  this  glorious 
Confederacy,  against  whom  we  must  not  even 
utter  a  murmur  of  dissatisfaction.  No  harm 
for  brother  to  rob  brother — for  brother  to 
steal  a  brother's  negro.  Oh,  no  I  say  they  ; 
stand  it  like  a  clever  fellow  ;  we  are  all  com 
mon  citizens  of  this  glorious  Union,  and  for 
Heaven's  sake  do  not  let  us  have  a  fuss. 

These  are  the  men  who  cry  out  so  lustily 
for  the  Union — the  glorious  Union.  It  must, 
however,  be  a  Union  of  their  own — a  Union 
in  which  they  can  be  permitted  to  do  as  they 
please — violate  the  Con.^titution  ad  Ithitum: 
and  we  must  tamely  submit.  If  we  dare  to 
whisper  a  complaint,  we  are  ileuounced  as 
traitors  and  disunionixts,  and  threatened  with 
the  bayonet  if  we  should  even  think  of  with- 
drawing ourselves  and  our  imperiled  institu 
tions  from  a  Union  that  gives  no  protection  to 
property  or  security  against  constitutional 
aggression.  Let  me  say  to  gentlemen,  once 
for  all,  this  Union  can  never  be  preserved  by 
singing  peana  to  the  Union ;  it  can  only  be 
maintained  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  Fed- 
eral compact,  by  mutual  forbearance  and  re- 
spect for  the  constitutional  rights  of  all  sec- 
tions. And  it  is  for  thi-s  reason  that  I  have 
no  confidence  in  these  great  Union  demon- 
strations at  the  North;  they  amount  to'nothing. 
.\s  a  general  rule,  tho  e  w||^o  sign  the  calls  for 
these  meetings,  and  figure  most  conspicuously 
in  them,  are  the  very  men  who  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote  for  legislators  ami  Congressmen 
openly  pledged  to  violate  the  Constitution 
— the  only  bond  of  union.  Now,  if  our 
n 'rthorn  brethren  are  really  sincere  in  their 
dejires  to  perpetuate  the  Union,  let  them 
"show  their  faith  by  their  works;"  let  them 
lay  the  axe  at  the  root  nf  the  evil ;  let  them 
reform  the  ballot-box;  let  them  turn  out 
these  public  enemies,  these  violators  of  tho 
Constitution,  from  our  State  and  national 
councils,  ami  put  in  sound,  national,  conxf-ria- 
tive  men,  who  will  respect  tho  rights  of  all, 
and  stand  by  the  sacred  guarantees  of  the 
Constitution.  Let  them  do  this,  and  then  may 
we  talk  about  Union. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  brief  outline  of  the 
principles,  objects,  and  aims  of  this  Republi- 
can party,  as  well  as  some  of  their  acts,  I  ask, 
in  all  candor,  what  have  we  to  expect  for  the 
future  by  remaining  in  this  Union  ?     The  pic- 
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ture  is  indeed  a  gloomy  one,  becoming  more 
and  more  so  every  day.  As  it  was  remarked 
bj  the  immortal  Fatrick  Henry,  "  1  know  of 
uo  way  of  judging  of  the  future  but  by  the 
past;"  aud  judging  of  the  future  by  the 
past,  I  wish  to  know  what  there  is  in  the 
past  history  ot  this  abolition  excitement  to 
solace  gentlemen  with  the  hope  that  we. can 
ever  roll  back  this  wave  of  fanaticism,  restore 
peace  to  the  country,  justice  to  all  sections, 
aud  mutual  regard  and  respect  for  the  com- 
promises of  the  Coustitution  ?  With  such  a 
party  as  the  llepublican  party  in  power  in  this 
Government,  I  ask  what  hope  would  the  South 
have  for  equality  in  this  Union?  What  hope 
Would  she  have  for  the  maintenance  and  ex- 
pansion of  her  institutions  ?  Place  this  party 
in  power,  aud  who  doubts  that  they  will  carry 
out  their  programme '.'  We  have  seen  how 
they  use  power  when  they  get  it.  Wherever 
they  have  had  the  control  in  the  State  Legis- 
latures, they  have  shown  themselves  reckless 
and  regardless  of  all  constitutional  obliga- 
tions, if  they  will  knowingly,  willfully,  and 
deliberately  violate  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  their  State  enactments,  will 
they  not  do  the  same  thing  if  you  give  them 
the  control  of  the  Federal  Government  ?  The 
great  body  of  the  masses  at  the  2sorth  look 
upon  slavery  '"as  a  sin  against  God  and  a 
ci'ime  against  humanity  ;"  and  with  such  a 
sentiment  animating  their  bosoms,  what  re- 
gard will  they  have  for  a  Constitution  that 
recognizes  and  perpetuates  such  a  "  crime. 
This  feeling  has  already  become  a  religious 
fanaticism  with  them ;  and  we  are  told  that 
fanaticism  takes  no  steps  backwards.  Let 
this  Government  then  pass  into  the  hands  of 
such  a  party  ;  give  them  the  majority  in  this 
branch  of  Congress  ;  give  them  the  majority 
in  the  S^Jate  ;  give  them  the  Executive,  with 
the-power  of  remodeling  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  with  the  Army  and  IS  avy  at  their  command, 
and  I  ask,  iu  the  language  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Lamak,] 
•'  will  not  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution,  the 
forms  of  law,  the  obligations  of  humanity,  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  all  melt  down  in 
their  fiery  path  ?'" 

It  is  madness,  then,  to  talk  of  settling 
this  question.  Gentlemen  may  cry  peace, 
but  there  is  no  peace.  It  is  folly  to  talk 
of  uiiion,  when .  there  is  no  union ;  of 
fraternity  and  harmony,  when  there  is  no- 
thing but  discord,  strife,  and  sectional  jeal- 
ousy in  the  land.  Anarchy  reigns  supreme  ; 
and  in  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  Toombs,]  '•  we  are  virtually  in  a 
state  of  civil  war."  Even  here  upon  this  floor 
already  is  the  sectional  line  drawn  ;  we  all  feel 
it  and  know  it,  and  there  is  no  use  in  disguis- 
ing the  fact.  Heie  we  are  purporting  to  be 
Representatives  of  one  great  common  country, 
and  ought  to  be  animated  by  one  great  com- 
mon purpose  ;  and  yet,  sir,  members  on  this 


side  of  the  chamber  entertain  feelings  of  deep 
settled  hate  and  hostility  to  members  on  the 
Republican  side,  and  do  not  even  desire  to  cul- 
tivate social  relations  with  them.  And  w  hy 
is  this  ?  It  is  because  the  bond  of  Union  is 
broken — it  is  because  the  principles  of  this 
Republican  party  lead  to  servile  war — to  the 
subversion  of  the  Government  ;  and  we  look 
upon  its  members  as  the  common  enemies  of 
our  country.  I  say,  then,  it  is  vain  to  talk  of 
reconciliation  or  compromise.  We  have  tried 
compromises  for  the  last  forty  years,  and  they 
avail  nothing.  In  1820  we  had  a  compromise 
that  was  expected  to  settle  this  question  ;  yet, 
sir,  the  agitation  continued  in  the  form  of  ab- 
olition petitions.  In  1850  a  terrific  storm 
broke  out  upon  the  territorial  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  we  had  another  compromise 
that  all  parties  declared  a  finality,  and  that 
would  most  certainly  put  an  end  to  this  agita- 
tion. This  lasted  only  four  years.  In  1854, 
when  the  principles  of  the  compromise  of  1850 
were  attempted  to  be  applied  to  Kansas,  we 
had  another  great  excitement  ;  and  to-day,  after 
all  our  etforts  at  compromise,  this  anti-^avery 
sentiment  exhibits  itself  more  powerfully  and 
menacingly  than  at  any  former  period  of  our 
history.  The  excitement  upon  this  subject 
annually  recyrs  in  these  Halls.  Like  the  ghost 
of  the  murdered  Banquo,  it  will  not  "  down." 
Disguise  it,  then,  as  you  please,  the  ques- 
tion resolves  itself  Into  one  of  slavery  or  no 
slavery,  union  or  disunion.  On  the  one  side, 
a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  headed  by  the  Republican 
party,  assert  that  slavery  is  a  national  curse, 
a  sin  against  God  and  man  ;  that  there  is  to  be 
no  more  extension  of  it,  and  that  it  can  and 
naust  be  abolished.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
southern  States,  with  one  voice,  say  it  is  righi; 
that  it  is  the  proper  condition  of  the  negro  ; 
that  wherever  the  African  and  the  white  man 
are  brought  in  contact,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  supremacy  of  the  white  man  should  be  ac- 
knowledged, to  evolve  the  greatest  good  and 
happiness  to  both  races  ;  that  they  will  main- 
tain the  iuBtitution  at  all  hazards,  and  that 
they  must  and  will  have  expansion.  Here, 
sir,  the  issue  is  fairly  made  up.  It  is  a  fear- 
ful one,  involving  the  happiness  and  destiny 
of  millions,  and  it  becomes  us  as  patriots  and 
statesmen  to  meet  it  with  firmness.  Upon 
the  inauguration  of  a  Black  Republican  Pre  s- 
ident,  the  la*t  act  in  the  drama  will  be  accom- 
plished. The  southern  people  will  have  to 
make  up  their  minds  whether  they  will  give 
up  slavery  or  give  up  this  Cnion  ;  whether 
they  will  submit  to  the  abolition  of  theii*  insti- 
tutions, with  all  its  attendant  horrors,  or  dis- 
solve every  tie  that  binds  them  to  this  Union. 
With  such  an  alternative  presented,  they  can- 
not hesitate  in  their  duty.  Dear  as  this  Union 
may  be  to  us,  with  all  its  hallowed  associations, 
yet  we  infinitely  prefer  disunion  to  dishonor, 
disgrace,  and  degradatioji.    If  we  cannot  have 


14 


peace,  honor,  auJ  safety  in  this  Uuion,  1  say 
let  us  strike  for  independeuce  out  uf  it.  1  am 
uo  disuuiuuist  ••  y"  /■  jc"  1  would  be  glad  to  see 
this  Uuiou  preserved,  if  it  could  be  perpetua- 
ted ill  its  origiuiil  purity.  Give  uie  a  L'niou 
with  the  Cousiitutiou — the  L'uiuu  ut' our  fath- 
ers— aud  I  am  prepared  to  make  uuy  .-acrifice 
to  muiataiu  it  ;  but  a  Uuiou  without  the  con- 
stitution couimands  do  respect  from  me. 

Notwithstanding  these  are  my  views,  and 
whilst  1  am  free  tu  admit  that  1  entertain  but 
little  hope  fur  the  perpetuation  of  this  Confed- 
eracy, yet  1  am  willing,  iu  common  with  ad 
good  citizens,  to  unite  with  the  friends  of  the 
Constitution  everywhere — North,  t>outh,  East, 
and  West — and  make  one  more  eBort  to  roll 
back  this  tide  of  fauaticij-m  ;  drive  out  these 
public  enemies  from  the  temple  of  liberty  ;'aud 
save,  if  possible,  the  Constitution  and  the  Union 
of  these  States.  Disguise  it  as  you  please,  the 
only  hope  now  left  for  the  country  is  tUe  dcino- 
eralic  jjurt'/.  It  is  the  only  national,  conserva- 
tive party,  that  now  stands  by  the  Constitution, 
and  the  rights  of  the  States.  Let  others  brand 
and  denounce  it  as  they  choose ;  it  has  saved  the 
countrj?  in  many  a  dark  hour  in  our  history  ; 
and  to  that  pirty  may  yet  belong  the  honor  of 
rescuing  us  from  the  perils  that  now  surround 
us.  Amid  that  universal  and  wide-spread  fa- 
naticism thii^  has  swept  like  an  avalanche 
over  the  northern  States,  bearing  down  every- 
thing in  its  rfsistless  current,  there  is  <i  noble 
band  of  patriots  that  has  hitherto  breasted  the 
Btorm — stood  up,  like  the  rock  of  Uibralier, 
ogainst  the  surges  of  popular  passion  and  pre- 
judice. Ever  ^true  and  loyal  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  have  stood  by  us  "through  evil  as 
well  as  good  report" — not  by  sl'irtn/,  but  by 
the  (.'f/i.«aiu/iott  of  their  common  country.  The 
world's  history  presents  not  a  grander  picture 
of  the  moral  sublime,  of  true  heroism,  of  self- 
sacriticing  devotion  to  principle.  These  north- 
ern Democrats  challenge  our  admiration,  de- 
serve our  thanks,  and  are  entitled  to  the  pa- 
triot's reward. 

If  we  would  then  save  the  Union,  let  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution  everywhere  unite 
with  the  northern  Democracy,  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  country.  Let  the  South 
lay  aside  all  impracticable  issues  for  the  pres- 
ent; let  us  lay  all  our  party  prejudices  upon 
the  altar  of  our  country.  As  Aaron  and  Hur 
held  up  the  hands  of  Moses  on  the  mount, 
whilst  the  armies  of  Israel  were  contending 
against  Amalek,  so  let  us  hold  up  the  hands 
of  these  northern  patriots  who  are  now  lighting 
the  battles  of  the.Constitution  against  the  Abo- 
litionists. Let  us  make  one  more  "  long  and 
strong  pull,  a  pull  altogether,"  to  rescue  the 
Cousutution  from  the  foul  tread  of  fanaticism  ; 
and  if  we  fail  in  this  last  effort,  it  is  my  sol- 
emn conviction  that  "//i«m/i<i<"  shall  be  writ- 
ten upon  these  walls. 

History  tells  us  that  there  was  a  monument 
greeted  at  the  straits  of  Thermopyli«  in  honor 


of  the  brave  Spartan  band  that  fell  in  this  ever- 
memorable  conflict.  The  epitaph  inscribed 
upon  the  monument  was  in  these  words  :  "  6'o 
tell  in  l.iictdemoii  that  ice  died  in  defence  of  her 
laicn."  So  I  say  to  the  northern  Democrats 
upon  this  tiuor:  you  are  but  a  Spartan  baud 
contending  against  the  myriad  hosts  of  Aboli- 
tionists. You  have  another  Thermopyla;  to 
fight ;  a  mighty  struggle  awaits  you  in  the  com- 
ing contest :  the  hopes  of  mankind  are  turned, 
with  eager  expectation,  to  you.  Upon  your 
shoulders,  in  a  great  measure,  rests  the  desti- 
ny of  this  Republic ;  go  forth  resolved  to  con- 
I  quer.  Armed  with  tne  Constitution,  with  the 
immutable  principles  of  truth  and  justice, 
meet  the  issue  like  men  before  the  northern 
masses  ;  combat  their  prejudices  ;  tell  them 
you  are  right  and  they  are  wrong  ;  and  en- 
deavor by  your  counsels  to  bring  them  back 
to  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the  Constitution. 
And  if  you  fail  iu  this  lust  patriotic  effort, 
posterity  will  inscribe  upon  your  monument 
an  epitaph  like  that  of  the  Spartan  band,  "thai 
you  fell  in  defence  of  the  lawt  and  tht  Comlitn- 
(iun  of  your  counlry." 

One  word  Mr.  Chairman,  in  regard  to  the 
remedy,  iu  case  we  are  driven  to  the  "  ultima 
ratio,''  and  I  have  done.  My  remedy  is  a 
peaceable  one.  1  belong  to  the  State  rights, 
strict  construction  school  of  politics.  I  believe 
■  in  the  rigiit  of  peaceable  secession  ;  and,  in  my 
judgment,  nothing  short  of  this  will  remedy 
existing  evils.  I  have  no  faith  or  confidence 
in  the  remedy  proposed  by  some  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor — that  of  fighting  within  the 
Union.  I  know  not  what  gentlemen  mean  by 
this ;  it  is  too  indefinite  ;  it  may  mean  some- 
thing or  nothing.  The  position  of  Georgia 
has  already  been  announced  upon  this  floor  by 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Chawfokd.  ]  It  is  the  delib- 
erate and  unanimous  opinion  of  evew  Demo- 
cratic Representative  from  Georgi^  and  of 
both  Senators,  thatiu  the  event  of  the  election 
of  Viii.Li.\M  II.  Sewaiu)  to  the  Presidency,  or 
any  IJIack  Republican  advocating  his  extreme 
views,  Georgia  ought  at  once  to  dissolve  her 
connexion  with  this  Government.  Georgia 
has  already  laid  down  her  "  ultimatum  ;  "  she 
has  solemnly  declared,  in  convention  assem- 
bled, that  iu  the  event  Congress  should  repeal 
or  essentially  modify  the  fugitive  slave  law,  or 
should  place  the  slavery  restriction  upon  any 
of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  she 
would  disrupt  every  tie  that  binds  her  to  this 
Union.  The  first  contingency  has  already  vir- 
tually happened,  nearly  every  non-slave-hol- 
ding  State  having  nullified  the  fugitive  slave 
law  by  their  legislative  enactments.  Upon 
the  inauguration  of  a  Black  Republican  Pres- 
ident, the  other  will  soon  follow.  I  know  the 
people  whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent. They  feel  keenly  the  wrongs  they  have 
>  Buffered,  in  common  with  their  southern  confed- 
'  erates.  This  position  of  Georgia  has  been  sol- 
I  emuly  and  deliberately  taken  ;  and   I  trust, 
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when  the  time  conies,  she  will  redeem  her 
pledge.  It  is  not  for  me,  however,  to  dictate. 
I  can  only  advise.  And  whatever  position 
Georgia  shall  assume,  in  that  eventful  crisis,  I 
shall  be  I'omul  acting  with  her.  My  first  and 
last  allegiance  is  due  to  Georgia.  It  is  to  her 
I  owe  all  that  1  am,  and  all  that  I  expect  to  he. 
[  was  born,  reared,  and  educated  within  her 
limits.  Beneath  the  sods  of  her  valleys  sleep 
the  bones  of  my  fathers  ;  upon  her  soil  I  ex- 
pect to  rest  this  tenement  of  clay  when  m}' 
earthly  pilgrimage  is  over.  And  come  weal  or 
woe,  come  storm  or  sunshine,  I  shall  always 
be  found  battling,  to  the  best  of  my  humble 
abilities,  for  her  righls.  her  interest,  Ifr  safety 
and  her  honor . 

I  am  like  my  distinguished  colleague,  [Mr. 
CeawfoTud.]  I  want  this  question  settled  at 
once ;  settled  in  my  day.  I  am  heartily  sick  and 
tired  of  this  everlasting  wrangling  about  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  we  are  to  have  no  peace.  I 
have  lost  all  hope  of  seeing  it  settled  by  united  > 
concert  of  action  among  the  southern  States. 


In  my  judgment,  the  only  way  it  ever  will  be 
settled,  will  be  by  separate  State  action.     Let 
any  one  of  the  slave  States  lead  off  by  seces- 
sion, and  the  rest  will  follow.     It  seems  to  me 
it  would  be  very  appropriate  for  Virginia  to 
take  the  lead  in  this  great  southern  movement. 
Her  patriotic  sons  were  among  the  first  to  de- 
clare for  independence  from  the  British  yoke. 
She  gave  birth  to  a  Washington,  a  Henry,    a 
Jefferson,  a  Madison.     The  tomb  of  the  im- 
mortal Father  of  his  Country  i^  within  her 
limits.  The  first  overt  act  of  hostility  has  been 
committed  upon  her  soil,     fhave  every  confi- 
dence in  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  the  Old 
Dominion.      If,    then,    a    Black    Republican 
President  shall   be  elected  in  November,  let 
Virginia,  the  mother  of  statesmen,  lead  off  by 
secession,  and  every  southern  State  will  follow. 
Let  her  do  this,  and,  my  word  for  it,  the  fu- 
ture historian  will  record  of  Virginia,  that  Vir- 
ginia was  free,   that  she  dared  to  be  free,  and 
that  she  saved  the  honor  and  liberty  of  the 
entire  South. 


[Note. — This  speech  was  made  hefore  the  news  of  any  divisions  in  the  Democratic  Convention  at  Charleston 
had  been  received  in  Washington.] 


